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AULD LAMMAS FAIR
Raising Support for Africa

Inspite of the rain over the summer months, we were 
blessed by two great days of weather.  The team of 
Donna, Margaret, Hugh, Roberta and Pastor Ray, 
worked hard from early morning to late evening. 

We are so grateful to so many of our supporters who 
knitted aran cardigans, baby cardigans, crocheted 
blankets, made hand towels, painted milk churns or 
shoe lasts, along with artists who donated paintings 
and for many, throughout the year, who donated bric-
a-brac, which all raised much needed funds.  In all, 
around £3000 was raised.  £1,000 will go to Zimbabwe 
to help with building an Assembly Hall at Emmanuel 
High School, £1,000 will go to purchase text books for 
the school and the £1,000 will go to Gracehill Primary 
School in Kenya to help put up another classroom.

We are now beginning to collect goods for our 
Christmas Event which will again help with the 
Feeding Programmes for our many orphans.  We need 
businesses to donate items, also need bric-a-brac and 
knitted items etc.

I trust you enjoy our Autumn 
Edition of our Missions Magazine.  
In it you will find many interesting 
reports from across the world, of 
what God is doing. It is a great joy 
for me to be able to inform you that 
Pastor Roy Johnston has been 
appointed to take over from me as 
Irish Missions Director, from March 
2016, when I step down from office 
at the Irish Conference. Roy is a very 
experienced Elim Pastor who, no 
doubt, will put a fresh stamp upon the 
work of overseas missions. 

I am grateful for the opportunity that 
has been afforded to me to serve our 
Movement as Irish Missions Director. 
I am grateful to Rev Eric McComb for 
trusting me with the vision I brought 
to him in 2005, of going full-time with 
overseas missions. It has been an 
amazing journey to be able to help 
the Church in Central and Southern 
Africa; in particular to develop and 
reach out to the challenge of reaching 
the lost. It has been a thrill to see 
lives changed by God’s amazing 
grace and to see schools, orphan 
homes, bible training centres, clinics, 
hospitals and new churches being 
established. 

It has been a real joy to see young 
couples from Ireland go out to 
serve God in various countries. We 
have supported them and I have 
always seen the role of the Missions 
Office, as Paul says in Ephesians, 
“To equip the saints to do the work 
of the ministry.” There have been a 
number of particular joys in my term 
in office. One must be the opening 
and dedication of the refurnished 
Elim Church in Mutare, in memory 
of those who laid down their lives in 
the Vumba. This was an emotional 
and humbling experience. Another 
was the dedication of the church for 
Emmanuel Assemblies in memory 
of the late Betty Gull. Ron and Betty, 
between them, had served over 100 
years as Elim missionaries. Another 
was the joy of being able to stay in 
the home of the late Frieda Grossen, 
the little lady who served God in 
Tzaneen in South Africa.

I am humbled when I think of the 
calibre of people who left these 
shores to serve God and Elim. They 
laid down great foundations for the 
work to be built upon. Also, people 
like Ephraim and Winnie Satuku who 
were beaten by rebels and left for 
dead; who endured the horrific event 
of the massacre of our missionaries, 
but remained faithful to God. When 
they retired they went back to their 
own village and established another 
Elim Church. It was our joy to help 
fund a new building for these devoted 
servants and to visit their rural village 
to dedicate the building to God’s glory. 

It was a particular joy for my brother 
Edwin and I to raise funds to build a 
church in rural Malawi in memory of 
our parents and then to dedicate it. It 
was also great to see the Jordan Cotter 
site with a school, orphan home and 
church, dedicated in this rural area 
where the first Elim Church in Malawi 
was established in Bangula. These 
are only seeds that have been sown 
which, we trust, will reap a mighty 
harvest in God’s eternal Kingdom. 
My last visit was to Kenya where I 
met folks like Reuben, who has now 
gone home to his eternal reward. To 
meet him and his wife Mariam in their 
humble homestead and to see them 
make room for eight orphan children 
was encouraging. The challenge that 
the lives of people like this brings to 
our lives, is mind blowing. 

I am deeply grateful for the privilege 
that has been mine; for the support of 
my wife and family for their sacrifice 
and loyalty. To my staff Norma and 
Donna; to the host of volunteers 
both in packing containers, working 
in the shop and so many events 
to make possible what has been 
accomplished. I am grateful to Rev 
Edwin Michael and the ILT for the 
opportunity given me and to Rev Paul 
Hudson and his staff. I pray that God 
will bless Roy and Hilary as they take 
up this great calling.

Bless you all,
Ray Cotter
Irish Missions Director
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lentils, oil and salt. We have been 
able to enter new communities, build 
new relationships, strengthen our 
commitment to old friends, help those 
who are hurting and demonstrate 
the love of Christ through our local 
Christian contacts. 

However, our task is still incomplete. 
We have begun with the vital task of 
helping churches – recognising that 
churches will be overlooked by the 
many relief organisations. Our desire 
is to help the church play a central role 
in meeting the needs of the community 
– shelter, training, relief distribution, 
meeting point and even charging 
mobile phones! Solar mobile phone 
charging stations are highly sought 
after and UVN will be donating these 
to communities still without power. 
During the month of June, we assisted 
with the rebuilding of nine churches 
– providing 40 sheets of corrugated 
iron, six tarpaulins, two solar charging 
stations and foam mattresses along 

with an appropriate grant to assist with 
the reconstruction. 

We have been distributing more relief 
– buckets, plates, cups and soap to 
2,100 households in Gorkha and we’ll 
return to Sindhupalchowk to assist the 
local church respond to the needs of 
another 3,500 households. That’s a 
total of 7,700 households (around 
50,000 people) which will give us an 
opportunity in the coming years of our 
church planting programme in these 
fields! 

As the eyes of the world have moved 
to other needy areas, we would 
greatly value your continuing prayers 
and support for this needy field as 
the longer term development efforts 
swing into action. Please pray for 
the UVN team as they seek to reach 
communities with the good news and 
that we will move beyond the physical 
and see true spiritual healing in the 
hearts of people.

The devastating earthquake measuring 
7.8 on the Richter scale which shook 
Nepal at 11.56 am on Saturday 25th 
April had a catastrophic impact 
upon many across the nation. Over 
8,000 people died whilst the number 
of injured was in the tens of thousands. 
In the months to follow, we have been 
immensely grateful for the outpouring of 
your love and prayers for this beautiful 
nation as the country struggles to get 
back on its feet again.

As a family, we are focused on using 
education as a way to promote physical and 
spiritual change in the Himalayas. However, 
we are also closely linked to UVN (United 
Vision Nepal), a wonderful NGO founded 
by a couple of our Elim missionaries in 
2007. At the core is a passion to serve 
people with the love of God, especially in 
the rural and remote villages of Nepal for 
holistic development and transformation 
of lives and communities. The following 
contains some of the thoughts of our UVN 
Director, Bhab Ghale. 

Kathmandu itself has not sustained 
the devastation we all anticipated, but 
walking amongst the villages closer to 
the epicentres is heart-wrenching. In 
Sindhupalchowk alone about 90% of the 
houses have been destroyed – house 
after house lies crumbled on the side 
of the road. The rocks that were once 
stacked upon each other and rendered 
with a thin layer of mud now lie in a heap 
in what once used to be someone’s home, 
someone’s castle. It’s hard to believe that 
these miserable piles of rubble once used 
to provide security, shelter, memories and 
the basic necessities to so many families. 

Amidst the devastation, we are so 
encouraged by your partnership which 
has enabled us to engage with more 
communities than we could have ever 
anticipated – thank you! So far, we have 
been able to assist more than 2,100 
households by distributing a range of 
selected relief items, including: tarpaulins, 
rope, foam mattresses, medicines, soap, 
water purification and food items – rice, 

by the Bleakleys
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is their seemingly developed natural 
courage emanating from perpetual lack at 
home. I am sure they don’t go to school. If 
no intervention is going to be offered soon, 
they will be a wasted life, and the devil is 
happy! Nearly everything has been stolen 
from them; hope, dignity, love, safety, 
unhu/ubuntu, family, etc (John 10v10)

But now we know God had another plan 
for ASYM! Instead of just being given 
from other street children organisations in 
the country, we were presented with one 
from the already existing ASYM family 
starting from zero years. Our only girl in 
the family now has a healthy baby girl! 
The baby is now three months old. Her 
mother is strong and happy.

With such a new development, robust 
survival financial strategy becomes 
inevitable as we look for means of 
stretching the dollar we have. Her 
clothes, food and health are a priority to 
us, and thank you for partnering with us 
to make this new life comfortable. We 
appreciate you!

our Current Work 
As a rehabilitation process, Kudzi, who is 
now doing Form 5, Divinity, History and 
Geography, now spends the holiday with 
his relatives. It is our prayer that they will 
click and later be weaned from ASYM. 
This is fulfilling our strategy whereby 
ASYM stands in the gap until children can 
be reunited with their families. Kudzi’s 
case represents our approach and it 

brings joy to the ministry. So far he has 
spent two full holidays with his relatives 
but ASYM is still paying his school fees. 
He is still adjusting at school. 

We have very committed staff, one house 
parent and FULLIFE Park Supervisor. 
The Park is slowly developing as we 
focus on engaging ourselves in income 
generating projects such as poultry, 
piggery, potato and vegetables.

Thank You our Partners 
This dream of ASYM work in Zimbabwe 
and Africa has been made possible by 
first and foremost, the ELIM Church in 
the UK. The Irish International Missions 
Director, Rev Ray Cotter and Zimbabwe 
ELIM quickly connected to the vision 
and nurtured it until it became a reality 
in October 2011. I am very grateful 
to their generosity in both advice and 
finances. We have received tremendous 
support from them and other local 
and international well-wishers. Elim 
in Ireland, KidCare International and 
ReUnion International Ministries.

our Future  
ASYM has a big vision of expanding 
into all Zimbabwe cities with this Family 
Setting Model concept and thereafter 
go beyond our borders. Street children 
should be a thing of the past, if this model 
is well funded.

our Present Physical Needs
Since we shifted from where we have 

been staying for the past three years, 
our present ASYM house needs to be 
completed and we need close to $10,000 
to do the job. 
• We need finances to rehabilitate the 

FULLIFE PARK house at the farm in 
Mutare. 

• Godfrey and family are occupying 
part of this house. We need $5600 to 
do some rehabilitation of the place as 
we are planning to relocate the boys 
to go and stay with Godfrey and his 
family. There is need to sink a borehole 
as water is now becoming scarce for 
Godfrey and his family. 

• We need finances to cater for the 
running costs and school fees for Kudzi. 

• As a new charitable organisation with a 
big vision we would welcome donations 
of prayer, time, skills, advice, resources 
or finances. 

Please Contact
Elim Pentecostal Church
REV RAY CoTTER
Elim Missions International Director,
Northern Ireland, UK 

Elim Pentecostal Church
REV. DR. PIoUS MUNEMBE
Zimbabwe, Africa. 
Email: epcz.zim@gmail.com

For more information about us, you can 
visit our website: www.asym.org; 
You can also find out more about ASYM 
and ‘like’ our Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/africasym

For us, each year brings different 
and exciting experiences in our 
ministry with street children. our 
story manifested four years ago in 
october 2011. We started with one 
child and now we have six children, four 
boys and two girls. The youngest is three 
months. We were blessed with a baby girl 
who was born to our only girl in the home. 
Health-wise, both are currently doing well. 
Currently, we are four staff workers, two 
full time and two volunteers. 

our Family 
Farai, Nathan, Tino, Nyasha and Grace

ASYM is a value based and purpose 
driven Christian charity that aims to work 
in close strategic partnerships with all 
street children servicing organisations 
in Zimbabwe and Africa, Government 
Agencies, Voluntary Groups, Churches 
and individuals. Its primary aim is to 
meet the immediate needs of street 
children by providing them with FAMILY 
SETTING MODEL accommodation, 
education and training, employment 
creation and supporting their families and 

communities. Our purpose therefore, 
is to invest in young people through 
rescuing, restoring and re-integrating 
street children into the society, physically, 
socially, emotionally and spiritually. In 
this way we are targeting the key issues 
which drive children on to the streets.

our Vision  
We are a newly formed charitable 
organisation whose sight is African 
Street Children who are RESTORED 
and EMPOWERED for full independent 
living.

our Mission 
ASYM recognises that there are many 
needs in the world that demand a 
Christian response, but its focus shall 
remain on street children and their families 
across the region of Africa. Therefore, our 
mission is: 

To rescue and restore children from the 
streets across Africa and re-integrate 
them into their families and communities, 
equipped with transferable skills which 

they can use for their sustainability.  We 
seek to provide new opportunities for 
street children and their families through 
education, vocational skills training, 
employment creation, and through 
the transforming power of the Gospel 
of Christ, providing for their material, 
emotional and spiritual needs.

When we started ASYM in 2009, our 
vision was to stand in the gap and provide 
the Family Setting Model Accommodation 
to all the street children we were going 
to come across in Africa. The vision still 
stands. Our cut off age was six years and 
above. We felt we didn’t have the capacity 
to handle little babies. More-so, we rarely 
find them on the streets. Unfortunately, 
these days they are becoming a common 
sight in our capital city, Harare. They 
are at the traffic lights asking for money 
from motorists who would have stopped. 
Their ages range from approximately 
three years to 12 years. This sight always 
rends my heart. Furthermore, our limited 
resources give us very little room to 
manoeuvre. What frightens me most 

Report from 

ASYM IN 
ZIMBABWe
(African Street Youth Ministries)

Mrs Rudo Mutenga 
of KKidzmedia-UK 
(www.kkidzmedia.com) 
holding the 
newcomer!

Kudzi

FullLife Park houseFullLife Park house
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CHALLeNGe 
MINISTRIeS SWAZILAND 

(CMS)

News from

of Ezendwendweni, Lavumisa, in just a few short years, 
demonstrates the effect that the teaching of sound doctrine 
has made in the lives of this rural, drought stricken community. 
Once dominated by fear and witchcraft from ancestry worship 
and polygamy, today the church in this area is filled with Godly 
families that practice Christianity.

The Compassionate Care Team, now led by nurse Clair Oates, 
has made an awesome impact through their medical care and 
outreach!  Every month, working alongside local volunteers, 
they touch the lives of sick people holistically!  The lessons they 
conduct have undoubtedly helped the people to take care of 
themselves better, and made a huge impact on HIV and AIDS.

The establishment of the preschool here is the solution to 
minimize illiteracy in Ezindwendweni.  Local young people are 
trained through Edugate to come back and teach here.  This gives 
the children in our community a good educational foundation. 
The primary school teachers are grateful for the educational 
level of those children who graduate from our pre-school.

Ministry amongst the impoverished is not easy. Unemployment 
and low income mean few resources to cover church 
expenses.  We aim at self-sustainability through our goat 
project. The prolonged drought season has hugely affected 
farmers here - livestock died, market prices declined and crop 
farmers had no harvest, but even in spite of the drought, the 
goats’ breeding is excelling here as more goats are giving 
birth.  I believe this is the right sustaining project for us to focus 
on in this community.  The maintenance cost of goats is low 
and the market is always available.

In CMS, we aim to see God transform our nation, one life 
at a time. We couldn’t do this without the assistance of Elim 
sending out people to work alongside us, be it the long-term 
missionaries, or short-term volunteers and teams through 
Mission Impact.

Mission Impact hosts teams and volunteers throughout the year. 
During their missions trip the volunteers are exposed to a wide 
variety of ministry activities in the different CMS ministry sites 

around Swaziland, including serving the children in our Pre-
school, ministering to the men in our Teen Challenge Centre, to 
the women in our shelter for abused women, and encouraging 
our Life Skills students either by teaching a skill, or by team-
building and fun fellowship. There is also opportunity to reach 
out into the surrounding community in the ICBC sites.   Pastor 
Timothy, who heads up Hawane Farm, ICBC shares a couple of 
stories about how the helping hands of the Mission Impact teams 
brought transformation to members of the Hawane community.

“One lady, a widow who has never had children in her life, is in 
her late 50’s. She lives in poverty in a dilapidated house, with 
no one to look after her. The Hawane church started helping 
her build a new stick-and-mud house. The house is almost 
finished through teams who are sent to help build for her. Rice 
packs are also sent to this woman to help her for food.
Another family has a father and a mother. The father is alcoholic 
and the mother is unemployed. They have 13 children who 
stay in a falling-down house. We decided to come and help 
this family because their children were exposed to many things 
due to sleeping together with their parents. We built a two 
room house through visiting teams helping us, and a kitchen. 
The woman and the children are coming to our church now. 
The whole family has moved into their new home and we are 
excited to see them happy, thanking God.”

A few years ago the Lord led us to develop a Child Sponsorship 
Programme. It provides the opportunity for individuals, life 
groups, schools or churches to sponsor children, giving them 
a hope and future.  Through sponsorship these children will go 
on to have an education, to receive good medical care when 
needed, to become great Swazi leaders and ultimately make 
a difference in their Nation.    It has been a joy to see our 
children and young people growing and thriving with some now 
reaching tertiary education and employment; something that 
simply may not be possible without the regular support from 
sponsorship.  

We are thankful to Elim for partnering with us in promoting and 
assisting with the Child Sponsorship Programme. It makes all 
the difference….one life at a time!

The work in Swaziland continues through Elim partner, 
Challenge Ministries Swaziland, where Elim missionaries 
Lloyd and Joanne Cheshire, and nurse Clair oates serve 
to advance God’s Kingdom in the African kingdom known 
as having the highest HIV statistics in the world. 

Established almost 19 years ago through Kevin & Helen 
Ward, CMS has evolved into a range of ministry centres, 
comprising:  Children’s Homes; a Men’s Teen Challenge 
Centre; and Women’s Home for Abused Women; a Life Skills 
School; Edugate, a Pre-school Teacher-Training Programme; 
and the main growth point of the ministry now is through In 
Community By Community Projects (ICBS’s) scattered through 
the country.

The Cheshire family have been with Challenge Ministries 
since November 2011.  Originally Elim Pentecostal Pastors 
from Birmingham, UK, Joanne and Lloyd play an increasingly 
important role within our family.  Jo now heads up our Media 
team; which aims to keep Potter’s Church and our wider family 
around the world, informed of what is going on within CMS.  
Another part of what Jo does is now leading our Mobilize team.  
Mobilize seeks to provide top quality Christian media content 
to the nation of Swaziland by installing screens on public 
transport.  This includes gospel messages, health awareness 
information and a variety of inspirational good news stories.  
With more than 70% of the nation using public transport daily, 
Mobilize is a great tool to reach an entire nation for Christ.

Lloyd works with Pastor Kevin in assisting him to lead the 
Church and ministry.  As well as having a variety of leadership 
responsibilities, the one very close to his heart and calling is to 
Pastor our Pastors within the Church at Potter’s Wheel, within 
our ICBC’s as well as our top ministry leaders.

Clair oates is our Elim Missionary nurse working within CMS. 
The vision of this key ministry is to train and equip local Swazi 
volunteers from within their own communities to go and reach 
out to those who are sick, orphaned, widowed and vulnerable. 
This is done by grounding volunteers in their faith and facilitating 
them to pray with, encourage and motivate their community 
members into taking responsibility for health care.  The Health 
Team led by Clair, work mainly within our ICBCs.  This year, 
a group of women from Lavumisa ICBC, received training to 
become Compassionate Care Workers. This rural area has one 
of the highest rates of HIV in Swaziland.   Through their care, 
they will identify those in greatest need so that food parcels 
and clothing can be distributed, whilst praying with them and 
telling them the good news of Jesus. They are a beacon in 
their communities.  These ladies have proved their loyalty and 
commitment over the last six months and we were honoured to 
commission them with t-shirts and certificates, sending them out 
as ambassadors.   Training for volunteers from the Hawane and 
Engcamini areas will take place at the end of August.

Pastor Sabelo from the Lavumisa ICBC has this to say, 
“Church Growth – from 45 to 230 members in the church 

Clair oatesThe Ward Family

The Cheshire Family with 
International Missions 
Director, Paul Hudson
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“In faith, Abraham went, not knowing where he 
was going” and that very much sums up where 
we are at. We seem to only hear last minute 
the next step, but then God works things out so 
perfectly, we marvel and praise.

We’d appreciate your prayers for:
• Settling quickly and be a blessing in 

Ouagadougou. I’ll be teaching in a school for 
missionary kids, Life Academy, and also at the 
English for Everyone Course, which Celestino 
will attend.

• For provision in every area as we move house, 
make new contacts and link with new projects.

• For continued clear direction as we wait to see if 
Celestino’s Irish visa application is successful. 
We expect to hear around November time and 
will be faced with more decisions then.

We give God glory for all He has done and look 
forward to what He is going to do. I

f you would like to receive our monthly updates, 
please write to us at: thecas2015@hotmail.
com.

“I delight to do your will, o my God…” 
said David in Psalm 40v8. Six months 
on into our journey in Burkina Faso, 
we are saying the same thing. 

That’s not to say we’ve enjoyed 
everything! We found Burkina stifling 
hot when we first arrived in February. 
Living in one room with an outside 
drop toilet, cracked nostrils, dry skin, 
red dust everywhere, no local shops 
or amenities and with very little French 
(and no Fulani!), we definitely hit the 
ground with a bump! 

But it takes time to settle in anywhere. 
Very soon we had answers to prayer in 
every area as we got a house, then a 
bed, and a motorbike; I got involved with 
English classes and home-schooling 
in the village; Celestino got stuck into 
building up a good group of boys to 
train and reach out to through football. 
It helped to have skills and Africa 
experience to fall back on, having spent 
four years working together in Guinea-
Bissau. The absolute bonus for both of 
us is being able to enjoy the experience 
this time as a married couple. 

We have had many highlights. An 
early one was being able to pray for 
two women who have been unable to 
conceive. This was our first ‘ministry 
opportunity’ and first time praying in 
French. We’ve also enjoyed making 
friends; attending our first Fulani 
wedding; giving gifts, plastic shoes, a 
bike; visiting Drop-Inn in Koudougou; 
meeting other missionaries; visiting 
local churches to hear the amazing 
choirs; and we’ve even enjoyed our 
French lessons with Bado, our teacher. 

For me a personal highlight was 
working with Compassion International 
as they set up a Compassion Project 
sponsoring 201 children (3-5 years) in 
Jam Tan, Fulani Ministries’ Centre. I was 
asked to be on the Committee (CPC) 
and so received training in the rules 
and regulations of Compassion, which 
is a well-organised mission with a huge 
amount of integrity and accountability. 
Many of the children who attend come 
to faith. 

For Celestino, his highlight was 
definitely the football final held on 

25th July. Celestino diligently built up 
a group of 50 mainly Muslim boys, 
Fulani and Mossi, who trained twice a 
week, hearing about Jesus and playing 
football. The Final was a day to finish 
off the season following a three week 
tournament. It involved a morning Bible 
Study; a race with prizes; breakfast; the 
Jesus film; lunch; the Final match; and 
finally all the boys were sent home with 
medals, Gideon’s Bibles and prizes. 
Seventeen boys prayed for salvation 
that day and it opened up a door into the 
community as a local influential Muslim 
came to express his gratitude. 

One of the hardest things about following 
the call of God is the expectation 
we build. Over the past six months 
Celestino and I have had to release 
what we expected and be sensitive to 
the prompting of the Spirit. God does 
His work His way! It was initially agreed 
we would come for six months, with us 
intending to return to take up a position 
in S. Ireland in September, but God has 
clearly spoken and prompted us to move 
into the Capital City, Ouagadougou, 
and extend our stay. Hebrews 11 v 8, 

Lynne and Celestino in

Burkina Faso
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by David and esther Allen

CAMBoDIA
RePoRT FRoM

YOU CAN SUPPORT
OUR CHRISTMAS
APPEAL TO HELP 

“BE FREE”

Season’s Greetings and 
best wishes for Christmas

 and New Year. 

We are supporting the work of
‘BE FREE’ in CAMBODIA helping 

those affected by ‘trafficking’
as a gift to you this Christmas.

(In aid of Elim International Mission: 
see back page for details)

 
 

 

Elim Relief Association Ireland 
Registered Charity 251549 

1-3 Old Cross Street, Newtownards BT23 7NW 
Tel: 02891813845 THIS CHRISTMAS  help the people of  

NEPAL (with relief) CAMBODIA (victims of trafficking) 
MOZAMBIQUE (buying pair of goats)  

GET YOUR CHRISTMAS CARD AND GIVE A GIFT 

THAT WILL TRANSFORM SOMEONE’S LIFE  Contact the Irish Missions Office for details 
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Be Free Cambodia was launched 
in September 2013 so by the time 
you are reading this we will have 
celebrated our 2nd birthday! The 
vision of Be Free Cambodia is to see 
lives restored, hearts mended and 
women with lives filled with God’s joy 
and peace!  

We provide professional vocational 
training over 12 months for young 
women who have been rescued from a 
background of abuse and exploitation.  
We are also able to provide childcare 

in the Early Learning Centre for the 
children of the women.  In a safe and 
loving environment, they are taught skills 
in handicrafts, English language, Khmer 
and life skills, alongside a programme 
of Bible Study and devotions.  

There are three full time members 
of staff with specific roles and 
responsibilities.  Sokim is the project 
manager and oversees the day to day 
running of Be Free; she liaises with 
staff from our partner organisations and 
goes over and above the call of duty in 

the care she demonstrates to trainees 
and staff alike.  She also teaches card 
making skills to the trainees, supervising 
production and quality control. 

Dany is our counsellor, and teaches 
Khmer literacy and Bible study.  In 
her gentle nature she meets with the 
trainees on a regular basis, listening 
and giving advice, encouragement and 
support.  She is also our Khmer teacher 
and although it makes my head hurt, I’m 
glad she uses Khmer more than English 
when we are communicating!  

Channak is our whizz on the sewing 
machine, teaching the girls how to 
make a wide variety of crafts.  Her 
talent amazes me; I simply show 
Channak a picture and the next thing 
I know she has created it.  At times 
in the Be Free craft room it can get 
stressful, especially when we are 
trying to produce a new idea, but 
Channak is so patient and ensures 
that the girl’s workmanship is to the 
highest standard.  

When a trainee begins in Be Free she 
would not be ready to carry out full time 
employment; we see our programme 
as a bridge between what they have 
come from to where they can be.  
Their past does not define their future 
and they can choose what they would 
like as a career!  In Be Free they 
have a job description and a contract 
and they learn about timekeeping, 
respecting their teachers and fellow 
trainees, working to the best of their 
ability and being an ambassador for 
Be Free Cambodia. 

We are fortunate to work with excellent 
partner organisations that refer trainees 
to us and where we place graduates for 
further training or full time employment.  
Our staff liaise with theirs and we 
communicate regularly to ensure that 
the needs of the trainee are being met; 
both physically and emotionally.

At the end of the 12 months we hold 
a Graduation Ceremony for each 
trainee which is witnessed by their 
friends and family. So far three young 
women have graduated; these are 
wonderful ceremonies where we 
honour the girls and present them with 
gifts and a certificate.  They are given 
a scrapbook of photographs from their 
time in Be Free, and each trainee and 
staff member write messages of love 
and encouragement to them.  

The church is at the centre of 
everything we do in Cambodia and 
when the girls start in Be Free we 
encourage them to come to church 
if they aren’t already committed 
elsewhere.  We do this so the trainees 

become part of a community who will 
care about them even when their time 
in Be Free comes to an end.  One of 
our graduates volunteers in Sunday 
School as well as being part of our 
Worship Team along with another 
graduate.  It has been a delight to 
accompany them on their journey and 
watch as over time they grow more 
and more in their Christian walk and 
are shining with the love of Jesus.  

One of our newest graduates had this 
to say about Be Free:
I would like to thank Be Free for 
teaching me life skills about work and 
how to communicate well with others 
and also how to be patient.  I want to 
thank all the teachers for teaching me 
these many skills and for helping me, 
encouraging me and being there for 
me all the time.  I wish God’s blessing 
on the whole team at Be Free for the 
way they help me – S.

Thank you for your support of Be 
Free Cambodia; this programme 
could not run without your kindness, 
generosity and prayers.  Thank you 
for attending fundraising events, for 
purchasing the handicrafts made by 
the girls, for giving on a regular basis 
– YOU are making a difference in 
these girls’ lives and they are deeply 
grateful.  Their faces light up when 
they see a photograph of someone 
with one of their keyrings or a craft 
stall set up with their handicrafts.  You 
may never see their face but you are 
a part of their transformation from 
darkness into light, from exploitation 
into FREEDOM.  

Be Free Cambodia has a yearly 
budget which enables six women to 
go through the programme.  It costs 
£2000 per trainee and this includes 
their salary, health insurance, a 
daily meal, and training expenses.  
By participating in Elim Mission’s 
Christmas Appeal, your donation 
of £20 towards Be Free Cambodia 
Project, will help make a difference in 
a young lady’s life!
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It has been a privilege and humbling 
experience for me to work with Rev 
Raymond Cotter, the International 
Missions Director from Ireland. The 
first five years of our partnership proved 
to be the most difficult and trying years 
of our lives. The worst part was in 2008 
when the economy collapsed due to 
political unrest. There was no food 
in the country. Supermarket shelves 
literally went empty. Those with money 
were millionaires and billionaires! Elim 
International Missions Ireland sent 
containers loaded with various items 
including food. At one time we received 
10 tons of speedicook porridge. This was 
lifesaving to our people, the hospital and 
schools. To date we have been blessed 
with 21 containers from Ireland. 

The assistance we have received 
over the years included, clothes , 
bicycles, medical supplies, hospital 
beds and (machinery) furniture, linen 
generators, sewing machines, shoes, 
stationery books for schools and Bible 
College, building materials, electrical 
goods, computers, tractors, pews and 

chairs, vehicles, minibuses, tools and 
paint. These have gone a long way to 
improve the livelihoods of our people 
and improved service delivery in our 
institutions and churches. 

Our hospital, churches and schools 
have been generously given thousands 
of dollars not only once but yearly. 
Project 127 orphans have gone through 
primary, secondary, tertiary education 
and University through funding from 
the Irish Missions Director’s Office. 
Without this help young people like Dick 
Makuwise and Judith Jonasi would not 
have gone to University. During this 
period teams of men and women came 
to Zimbabwe to work voluntarily in the 
schools, hospital and churches.  We 
have had builders, painters, plumbers, 
mechanics, electricians, joiners and 
preachers. Those who came always did 
a wonderful service and interacted well 
with local people and enjoyed African 
hospitality. Our Elim schools and those 
in our neighbourhood attended soccer 
coaching sessions that were conducted 
and funded by a team from Northern 

Ireland. Those who attended received 
soccer kits, were taught the Word of 
God and learned a lot about coaching 
and playing soccer. The quality of soccer 
playing has improved significantly. 

Before this period many of our churches 
had benches as the only piece of 
furniture, but now some have chairs 
and pews that came on the containers. 
It is more comfortable to sit on a chair 
than on a bench. Huge amounts of 
money have been generously donated 
towards purchasing stands and building 
of churches. This includes Prospect 
Park Elim Church in Harare, churches in 
Nyanga and Mutare Temple. To date six 
churches have received money for roofs. 
Before the end of October all of them 
will have roofs before the rainy season. 
The Hearing Impaired Resource Unit 
at Elim School in Penhalonga receives 
money every month. This is a boarding 
facility of 27 deaf and hearing impaired 
children, most of whom come from poor 
families. Without financial help from Elim 
in Ireland it would be almost impossible 
to care for the children and the caregiver. 

Some of our poor people have been 
financially assisted to pay medical bills 
and operations. This has been a great 
relief as the majority of our people do not 
have medical aid facility to their disposal.

The most expensive project that Rev 
Cotter has funded is the Hospital Theatre 
at Elim Hospital in Katerere. This project 
is nearing completion. We are working 
on equipping it with the hope of officially 
opening before the end of this year. This 

is the first theatre at Elim Hospital. Once 
the theatre is operational, outcomes of 
maternity cases will greatly improve, 
health care costs will be reduced 
and most caesarean sections will be 
done at the hospital and other surgical 
cases such as hydroceles, hernias and 
cataracts. These are just but a few of the 
benefits of having a theatre.

Our lives have been transformed and 
have been empowered by the kindness, 

generosity, friendship and compassion 
of Rev Cotter, Newtownards people and 
Elim Churches in Ireland. The donation of 
vehicles has improved transportation of 
patients, church members, students and 
teachers at our schools. On behalf of the 
Executive Council and the Elim family in 
Zimbabwe I extend our heartfelt gratitude 
to Rev Raymond Cotter, his family, teams 
that have come to help us and all the 
Churches in Ireland for material, financial 
support and friendship.

ZIMBABWe
Reflections on 

Life Changing experiences in

2006 - 2015: by Rev Pious Munembe

Rev Pious Munembe
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Hospital Theatre

Emmanuel High School Bus

Brick Making

Emmanuel High School

Emmanuel High School Minibus

Emmanuel High School

Nyanga Town Church Project

Hospital Ambulance

Mutare Temple

Prospect Park Church, Harare



elim Gospel Kenya
Report from

by Samuel Kingori
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The Elim Gospel Church of Kenya 
has grown to 32 churches and five 
fellowships. The work is divided into 
five Regions, with each region with an 
overseer.  The vision of the entire church 
is to see lives transformed as the church 
preaches a message of rest, refreshing 
salvation for the body soul and spirit in 
the wilderness of this world, as set out in 
its fundamentals of faith.

Our core values are; loving God with all 
our heart, loving one another, love for 
the lost and servant leadership attitude, 
as we value relationships in ministry.  
We see the harvest is ripe and we want 
to take advantage of every opportunity 
God has given us to advance the 
Gospel. However the urgent need is to 
strengthen the existing churches and to 
expand and acquire buildings and lands 
for those who don’t yet possess.

Activities throughout the year include 
conferences in regions for women, youth 
and all-inclusive meetings.  Training 
of church pastors and church leaders 
is vital to church growth. Samuel, the 

General Overseer has taken a mile by 
training leaders at regional level at least 
three times a year in every region, that 
is, there is a regional leaders training at 
least once a month.  Women and youth 
movement are strong in regions. Also 
notable groups doing outstanding work 
including evangelistic team that goes 
around strengthening churches. 

existing Projects
Gracehill School in Aberdare: For the 
last year we have seen four classes 
built and the school reach Standard 
5. Thank God for the efforts of David 
and Bobbie Tinnion who have really 
promoted the school and seen it built 
and acquire land. A visit by Ray Cotter 
has brought a lot of support to the school 
by way of supporting orphans in school. 
Gracehill Mt Elgon School has also seen 
significant growth with the help from 
Elim Missions. The school is doing its 
first Standard 8 primary examination at 
the end of this year.  

Elim Missions entry to Kenya has 
brought significant changes in Elim 

Gospel Kenya. Since Rev Ray Cotter 
visited Kenya a year ago, we have 
experienced many blessings as follows.

• General overseer Rev Samuel Kingori 
was bought a vehicle which makes 
travel to regions for training and 
meetings efficient.  Now he is able to 
carry equipment as well.

• Gracehill Aberdare and Gracehill Mt 
Elgon have received substantial help.

• Reuben’s orphanages received a 
boost when a 4 roomed house was 
built with Missions help

• Individuals who have benefited by 
being helped to start small enterprise 
business as follows;

Mary in her basket and material 
articles business, Veronica, Joseph’s 
wife in Kitale received an oven for 
cake baking business and Joseph 
Muturi received help to cycle spare 
shop business.  We also thank David 
and Bobbie for their promotion of the 
work throughout UK. Thanks to Paul 
Hudson for seeing us through to this 
very day. God bless you all. 

Samuel Kingori

Gracehill School in Aberdare

Rev Reuben Warutere 
Tribute to

Elim Gospel work in Kenya is currently stable and looking 
to take its fair share of reaching of the lost and plant 
churches at every opportunity.We thank God for the support 
we have received from our fellow partners in Elim Missions in 
Ireland through Ray Cotter, who have continued to stand with 
us.The entire Elim Gospel Church leadership and the church 
was touched by the passing on of Rev Reuben Warutere. He 
was not only a minister in Elim, but also a true friend, partner, 
father and adviser.

We did not understand the seriousness of this sickness and 
that he had but a short time to live. We had great respect for 
him and really appreciated his fatherly heart and we have 
learnt a lot from him about what it means to serve, to love 
and to care for people. He really was a pastor with a shepherd’s 
heart, fully committed to protecting all those the Lord had 
placed in his care. Reuben has served in his capacity as 
Secretary and Administrator in Elim for over 23 years.  I will 
never forget how he sacrificed to see the work stand and how 
he gave his time, money, energy and skills to see churches 
administered in a proper way.

Reuben fundraised to buy a church plot, given his property to 
see the churches being built including gift of preaching. When 
Paul Hudson brought a team from UK, they helped Reuben’s 
church acquire a plot and set a semi-permanent building, it 
was a blessing Reuben did not take for granted, he offered 
to fundraise and saw the church get completed with stones 
-MAIRO-INYA CHURCH, that’s where he was the pastor. He 

also helped fundraise for many churches to acquire plots and 
building in Elim Gospel churches.

Rev Reuben was a man of great courage.  I’ve seen him 
confront issues especially where the rights of weak people are 
violated. He risked his life by accommodating the internally 
displaced people during the 2007-2008 election violence in 
Kenya. When violence escalated more than 70 people sought 
refuge in his home before the Government relocated them to 
a PCEA Church Mairo Inya, from where Reuben continued to 
give them relief food.

Reuben had a great passion for children, God spoke to him to 
begin an orphanage home at his home by the name UPRIGHT 
ORPHANAGE HOME, through it, many orphans have found 
life and hope. I believe even those presently there that God 
will help them get through. About 70 children from a nearby 
school attends his church every Sunday.  Reuben always 
emphasized the need for the church to care for children, and 
the first question wherever he would visit a church is whether 
they have a Sunday school. He was merciful, good time 
keeper, kind and an Administrator. The one thing we can be 
sure of is the legacy that Reverend Reuben will have left in our 
lives of all those who were close to him.

Reuben has left orphans in his house under the care of Milliam, 
his wife. Thank God for the help that Ray Cotter has continued 
to offer to the children

(Kenya)
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“What do you think? If a man has 
a hundred sheep, and one of them 
goes astray, does he not leave the 
ninety-nine and go to the mountains 
to seek the one that is straying? And 
if he should find it, assuredly, I say to 
you, he rejoices more over that sheep 
than over the ninety-nine that did not 
go astray. Even so it is not the will of 
your Father who is in heaven that one 
of these little ones should perish.” 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

We the Davisons are on furlough, a 
misnomer if ever there was! However, 
we are having a great time speaking in 
churches around Ireland, England and 
being wondrously privileged to participate 
at the Minster’s in Training Conference in 
Malvern and Elim Bible Week in Ireland. 
But just as we have been blessed by you 
in the United Kingdom, we have also 
been equally blessed by reports coming 
across the Atlantic from the heart of the 
Amazon in Maues.

The Living Word School is going well, 
being awarded a 10 year certificate by 
the Health and Educational Board (a rare 
occurrence if not a first for any school in 

Maues), highlighting the dedication and 
work of all the team members. The Living 
Word Church has started a church plant 
into one of the most dangerous districts 
of Maues called the ‘New District,’ where 
police fear to tread! The Rescue Project, 
which I reported on back in the spring of 
2014, is into its second year with 4-6year 
olds being fed, clothed and educated in 
the morning. Youth are receiving extra-
curricular activities in the afternoon and 
they are now hosting courses for adults! All 
these activities are evangelistic strategies, 
as the church seeks to be Jesus, show 
Jesus and bring the people to Jesus!

When we had the Living Word School 
up and running and just about financially 
covered, there wasn’t time to waste as 
God burdened our hearts with the people 
of the New District. The Rescue Project 
still isn’t financially covered, but already 
God is opening doors further up river into 
more remote and less accessible areas.
“Martin, I hear you ask, isn’t it wise to 
get one thing sorted out before starting 
something else?” Of course it makes 
great sense, but we aren’t here to do 
what makes logical sense but obey the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit.  

I remember my first visit into the Indian 
Reserve like it was yesterday. My 
brother-in-law, Tinho rang to say we 
had received an invitation to bring the 
Word of God into the Indian Reserve (at 
this time the Satare Indians had kicked 
all the missionaries and white people 
out of the reserve two years previously) 
and asked what I thought. My reply was 
blunt, “Rebeca is pregnant, and my first 
priority is to my wife.” His reply was to 
ask me what God had been saying to 
me during my quiet time… I was none 
too impressed, I replied, “He says to be 
ready in season and out of season.” “It 
sounds like you are going then,” came his 
triumphant exhortation! Our first trip was 
an exciting and difficult experience. We 
left amid the whispers that we’d be floating 
down the river with spears in our backs. 
However, our arrival into the village was 
greeted with warmth and a cow had been 
slaughtered in our honour. Unfortunately, 
we got to eat the cow inners which had 
literally been thrown into a pot and boiled 
up (oh the smell). We returned year after 
year building relationships, helping put in 
electricity, two wells and even a church 
building, as more people gave their lives 
to the Lord. You’ll be glad to know the 

food improved and we even got to eat 
armadillo and jungle rat.

As we have gone, God has gone before 
us.  We saw God heal a baby who had 
fallen into a fire and burnt its leg. You 
heard of water into wine, we had air 
into petrol! We’d loaned our outboard 
motor to some guys working for the 
hospital so they could visit some local 
communities… they ended up using 
over half of the fuel we needed to get 
home. As we returned home (4-5hrs by 
motorboat) we knew we hadn’t enough 
to get back, and sure enough at the half 
way point our tank was empty but we 
just kept on praising God and the engine 
just kept on going … for another two 
hours until we pulled into Maues.

For me the biggest celebration is always 
when people get saved. At one house 
that we went to, the mum wasn’t too 
happy that we were coming (the dad 
had invited us). But, as we approached 
the banks of the river, I noticed Lucas 
and Luan, twins who had studied at the 
Living Word School 7 years previously. 
All of a sudden it wasn’t unwanted guests 
but Marty, Marty who’d taken care of her 

children’s teeth. That night 10 people got 
saved. God had gone before preparing 
the way!

Going on an outboard out into the 
tributaries of the Amazon is exhilarating. 
Seeing the wildlife, crocodiles sunning 
themselves on the muddy river banks, 
monkeys skipping through the trees, 
fantastic butterflies, without even 
mentioning the fish. But it isn’t without its 
danger with every member of the crew 
being issued life vests as a precaution 
after one incident where Tinho, Robson 
and I found ourselves airborne at 
approximately 40 knots as the outboard 
motor catapulted us into the murky 
depths after hitting a piece of driftwood. 
Thankfully, none of us suffered any 
injuries and the local community, on 
hearing the change in noise of the 
engine, came out to rescue us.

There are over 30,000 people living in 
the area surrounding Maues, with nearly 
200 communities. Or maybe I should 
say there are over 30,000 lost sheep. 
When messaging Pastor Tinho recently 
and asking what they most needed he 
said, “another boat, we need another 

boat.” I am delighted to report that teams 
from the Living Word Church are going 
up river bringing the Word of God. You 
won’t be surprised when I say, that the 
need has already been met. Hallelujah! 
The engine has been bought and the 
aluminium boat is being made. Even 
finance for Bibles has been sent.

I would encourage you, dream wild 
dreams, dreams that you yourself can’t 
achieve. Start living in faith (expectant 
anticipation of that which you can’t see) 
and see the miracles God has in store 
in your ‘impossibilities.’ There are plenty 
of lost sheep out there, you know HIS 
heart… to infinity and beyond… go and 
HE will make away.

If you feel you could partner with 
us, please get in contact with Marty 
Davison martydavison@gmail.
com or Rev Ray Cotter at director@
el immissionsire land.wanadoo.
co.uk Thank you. Martin sends out a 
monthly e-letter with updates on the 
work in Maues and if you would like 
to receive this please email Martin at 
martydavison@gmail.com with your 
request. 

BRAZIL
THe DAVISoNS IN

out of the boat, in the Amazonian Interior



A Trip Down 
Memory Lane 
A snap shot of Pastor Cotters 12 years 
as Irish Missions Director.

Receiving 
Shoeboxes

Gifts from Ireland

Typical Family Home

Old Mutare Church, 
Zimbabwe

New Mutare Church, Zimbabwe

Church at Katerere, Zimbabwe
Nursery in Zambia built with funds
from Ireland

Crochet blankets 
from Ireland sent 
on container

Work Team in Zimbabwe

Childrens Home in South Africa

Primary School in Zimbabwe

Children in Hearing Impaired
School in Zimbabwe

Childrens Home in Malawi 
under construction

Church Opening in Malawi in
memory of Bessie McDade

Work Team in Malawi

New Church Building in Tanda

Borehole supported by the Harvesters

Quilts made in Malawi

One of our work 
team, Bert

Church Opening in Malawi in memory
of Granny Robinson

Twins of 
Headmaster & wife in Zimbabwe

Old Church Building in Tanda
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It is winter here in Malawi and for many 
Malawians who sleep on a hard mud 
floor it is extremely cold. Our Clinic is 
full of people with colds, coughs and, 
as usual, malaria. We were fortunate to 
have a couple of medical staff carrying 
out bilharzia tests at our clinic recently 
which is a parasite found in the water that 
can cause a lot of stomach problems if 
untreated. Jackie 

Griffiths, along with the Malawian Pastoral 
Team, has begun meeting at the clinic 
one hour before it opens to pray for 
the sick. Quite often they come across 
babies wearing charms and people who 
are desperately in need of help, not only 
medical, but practically as well. Please 
continue to pray as we really want to see 
God healing people and being saved as 
we minister to them. 

We have been busy building a house for 
Wyson, the eldest boy in our children’s 
home, who has a piece of land in a nearby 
village. The house is now complete and 
the keys were handed over by Jackie to a 
very happy Wyson. He is, without doubt, 
the most eligible bachelor in the village 
thanks to his new home. 

We will also be starting work shortly on 
a home for Weleard, Aliny and Nafunea 
who also own a piece of land and who are 
now at the age where they need to move 
out from the children’s home. Weleard is 
currently in Blantyre studying to become 
a mechanic and is really enjoying himself. 

Our vegetable garden is in full bloom as 
staff and families who are being helped, 
are busy planting and watering their 
gardens. It is great to see all of the many 
vegetables that will help to feed families, 
especially as the floods have caused real 
problems as far as shortage of food and 
high prices. We are also pleased to be 
able to continue working with “Feed the 
Hungry” to supply food packages to those 
people who are hungry. Usually we do 
not start getting people coming for food 
assistance until December, but already we 
have a steady stream of people coming 
for help as they are eating only one time a 
day and sometimes only every other day. 
We are grateful that we can help in some 
small way. 

There has also been an increase in the 
number of babies that are being brought 
to Hope Village for help with baby milk. 

Over the past few months we have 
had six babies that need help due to 
their mothers dying or being unable to 
produce breast milk. In total we now 
have 11 babies on our programme. 
When we look at all the babies we have 
helped and see them running around as 
toddlers we know that a life has been 
saved and we are so grateful to all our 
supporters including Elim Ireland who 
have supported us in this way.

Hope Village Malawi
by the Gill Family

It’s not every day a truck comes to 
Hope Village carrying a 40’ container!  
In fact, most people arrive either on 
foot or by bicycle. So preparations 
needed to be made, first of all by trimming 
a few trees and clearing a big enough 
path, the Training Centre needed to be 
cleared, the team of staff and volunteers 
needed to be ready.  There was great 
excitement as the truck arrived and the 
doors were opened and we witnessed 
the endless contents being offloaded.

The Training Centre was crammed full 
and then the fun really began when we 
started to open the boxes and put them 
in some kind of order.  With such an 
assortment of goods sent, a wide variety 
of people in the community will benefit.  
The local hospital will benefit from much 
of the medical equipment, the local 
schools will appreciate a donation of 
desks and chairs, exercise books 
etc.  Elim Malawi will receive the 
materials sent specifically for them.  
The endless boxes and bags of clothes 
suitable for all ages will benefit many folk 
in the local community and further afield.  
They will be very happy with a new outfit 
as the old threadbare ones can now be 
discarded.   Hope Village football team 
and local teams will also be proud to 
wear their new strip.  The Hope Village 
tractor, which has been dormant for a 
number of months is now up and running 
again thanks to the unavailable parts that 
were sent out.  The kids at Preschool are 

enjoying playing with their new toys. Last 
week, at our weekly hospital ministry, it 
was a joy to be able to give out hats and 
knitted jackets to the newborn babies on 
the maternity ward.  Of course, there is 
too much to list, suffice to say that the 
kind donations made by so many are 
gratefully received.   Some things will be 
set aside so that we can give people a 
special gift at Christmas.  

Hope Village is grateful for all the support 
it has received from Elim in Ireland over 
the years.  So much goes on here as it 
seeks to help the orphans, widows and 
the needy in the area.  During this dry 
season, building work has been going 
on to build homes for some who lost 
their homes in the floods earlier this year.  
New babies have been brought to us 
at an increasing pace, with five babies 
coming in one month.  Either their mother 
has died during or shortly after childbirth 
or, for whatever reason, has been unable 
to produce milk.  Formula milk is too 
expensive for people to buy and so with 
sponsors we are able to provide milk for 
one year.  One family live so far away 
that they walk for five hours to the main 
road and then catch a minibus to Hope 
Village, a 20 minute ride.  They make this 
journey every two weeks to collect milk.

It is a privilege to serve God and the 
people of Malawi and I am thankful to 
have this opportunity to share the love of 
God in this needy area of Chikwawa

Container has arrived 
at Hope Village
by Jackie Griffiths

The Gill Family
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College History
The college was birthed on the 1st of February 2005 
under the name Elim Pentecostal Theological Seminary 
in Domboshava with three lecturers and nine students. 
In the beginning of 2007 the seminary moved to the Elim 
Pentecostal Church Centre in Prospect, Harare, where the 
first intake completed their three year Diploma in Pastoral 
Ministry. Due to a number of difficulties the seminary 
could not continue in 2008 and had to be suspended for 
three years. By the grace of God, the college, under its 
new name; Elim Theological College, was reopened in 
September 2011 in the city of Mutare at Elim Pentecostal 
Church, Mutare Temple. The college also runs some 
courses in Harare and Nyanga.

Model of Learning
The college is run on a distance education model whereby 
students come for intensive lectures and seminars on 
Saturdays starting in September of every year. There is also 
a three week block release program for Nyanga students.

Academic and Ministry Programs 
We are currently offering the following programs:

1. Diploma in Theology & Ministry (3 years) 
2. Higher Certificate in Bible & Ministry (2 years) 
3. Certificate in Bible & Ministry (1 year)
4. Certificate in Theology & Children’s Ministry (1 year) 
5. Certificate in Theology & Youth Ministry (1 year).

Students 
We currently have the following Diploma students: six 
third years, five second years and 11 first years. Under 
the Theology and Youth Ministry Certificate we have 
three students. Thus, we have a total of 25 students. 
We are trusting God for an increased intake for this 
September which will include our popular Theology 
& Children’s Ministry Certificate. We didn’t offer the 
Theology & Children’s Ministry Certificate in our last 
intake as we launched the Theology & Youth Ministry 
Certificate.

Partnership 
Elim Theological College and EPCZ are 
thankful to Rev. Cotter, members of Elim 
Ireland and Rev. Dr. Gaudion for your 
donations in the last container which 
arrived in 2015. We received eight desks, 
a four drawer steel file cabinet, binding 
machine and Theological books for our 
expanding Library. Awesome, thank you 
very much. The above items are in addition 
to the funds you regularly give, some of 
which have bought the college stand, pay 
Principal’s allowance and some students’ 
fees. The Elim in Ireland Church has also 
donated four laptops, one Data projector 
and theological books. We thank Regents 
Theological College for giving us some of 
their teaching materials. 

We are also grateful to our General 
Overseer, Rev. Dr. Pious Munembe, 
our faithful faculty members, college 
committee, treasurer, pastors supervising 
students, volunteers and our local churches 
for their support in cash and kind.

elim Theological College Stand 
This July we started some work on the 
college stand which was bought by funds 
from Elim N. I. at the cost of US $26 000-
00. It is a 5000 square metre stand in 
Chikanga Phase 3, Benwin in Mutare. We 
have now fenced the college stand (see 
pictures below) at a cost of nearly US 
$3000-00. We are busy preparing to erect 
a two roomed wooden cottage, connect 
water and sewer facilities and have 

someone stay there. The Elim Chikanga 
Church members will pitch a tent in the 
stand to hold their services. Some of the 
women members (see picture below) and 
a few men did a great job clearing the land 
for the fence to be put up.

Plans 
Funds permitting, we would like to have 
the first block of three lecture rooms and 
an office room built there next year. Our 
Elder and Elim National Treasurer, Godwin 
Buwerimwe, is consulting with architects 
to have the plan drafted and the bill of 
quantities ready. What we currently have 
in our coffers won’t be enough to complete 
this first block. In our annual National 
College Day which was on 12 July this year, 
we are encouraging our local churches 
to raise whatever they can (taking into 
consideration our difficult economic 
situation) towards this project. We will also 
challenge builders and carpenters, as well 
as other members, to donate their skills 
and labour when the building starts.

Challenges
Our major challenge is our country’s 
unstable economy. It is difficult for our 
current students and prospective students. 
Four students discontinued their studies 
due to financial constraints and most of the 
remaining ones are struggling. We might 
have to revise our fees down from $120 
a term to try and encourage them. We 
continue to pray to God and trust His grace 
and provisions.

Elim Theological College, the National Training Centre of the Elim Pentecostal Church in 
Zimbabwe is now in its fourth year. God is great.

by Philip Chibisa (Principal)

Rev Pious Munembe, 
General overseer
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Robin and Janet Fenner and their 18 year old daughter 
Kyla, from Essex, are serving God in South Africa. What 
can we say about our time here in South Africa?  Well we arrived 
here early in February 2015 from frosty Essex to glorious warm 
weather. A warm welcome awaited us in Graskop from Pastor 
Jeremiah Vilakazi (General Superintendent of Emmanuel 
Assemblies) and Ken Scrimnger Pastor of the Graskop Church.
 
We spent the first four days in a self-catering lodge while we 
sorted out accommodation. We then moved into a secure three 
bedroom house with a nice garden. There was a scramble to 
find furnishing for the house, buy a car and settle in. It’s amazing 
how much stuff you can fit into three suitcases each, nine in 
total. The pressure cooker, pots, knives and forks, gas cooker 
minus the gas, a picnic set and much more was packed in. 

Graskop where we have settled is at the top of the Blyde River 
Canyon and fairly high in the mountains. Nelspruit about 80 km 
away where we do our monthly shopping has and altitude of 
674 metres whereas Graskop is at 1400. We are near a tourist 
spot called God’s Window where you can see for miles and the 
ground drops away dramatically. We are also 40 km away from 
the Kruger National Park a large safari park and have enjoyed 
doing a few day trips. It is a truly beautiful area.

But let’s start at the beginning – we have been worshipping at 
Ingatestone Elim Church in Essex for the past 10 years. During 

this time Robin has been doing numerous short term trips to 
both Mozambique and Kenya. During these short term trips, 
Robin received the call to enter into missions full time. We were 
invited to go to South Africa.

Emmanuel Assemblies came out of one of the early missionary 
journeys from the UK. In fact the first church that was built 
by Elim Missions was in South Africa. They have not had 
missionaries in the area since Ron and Betty Gull and have 
been asking Elim for a new missionary. Emmanuel Assemblies 
is divided into four regions spanning a vast area mainly to the 
East of Johannesburg. We are living in the Escarpment area 
of the Central Region and our work so far has been mainly in 
this region. 

So what have we been up to? 
Robin has preached almost every Sunday since we arrived. 
This has been mainly in the escarpment area of the central 
region.  We have seen the Holy Spirits anointing come down 
on the meetings. We have seen healings, deliverance and 
lives being set free. We praise God for the way he is moving 
in the churches. 

An extension to the town of Graskop was recently put up by 
the Chinese and another area by the government. There are 
about 400 new houses in this development. There is no church 
in the area and the people are on a very low income. We held 

an outreach in the area where we had football in the afternoon 
followed by a nourishing soup and bread. We erected a large 
tent and showed the Jesus Film. There were 20 responses to 
the gospel and a home cell has been established in the area. 
We are praying that a church will be established in the near 
future. We have plans for the further establishment of home 
cells in this area and also have two further crusades in nearby 
villages planned.

Robin was invited to speak at the National Pastors Conference 
– at both sessions. There was a mighty move of the spirit and 
many of the pastors came forward for prayer. He has also 
spoken at two District Conferences in the Central and Eastern 
Districts.

The Graskop Church has a Children’s Home attached to it and 
we were asked to give the children some spiritual input. We 
started going there on a Friday evening playing some games 
and giving a short message to the kids. There was not much 
room to move so we went into the church. This has grown 
with the kids from the wider community attending as well. We 
have had to split into two gatherings for the younger ones on 
a Friday afternoon (up to 35 kids attend) and the teens (up 
to 15 kids attend) in the evening. The house mothers tell us 
that the children start waiting for us up to three hours before 
we arrive. There is no ‘African time’ for this meeting they are 
on time.

One of the biggest problems in the Emmanuel Assemblies is 
that many of the pastors are not trained. This means that often 
the preaching is very basic and the churches do not get much 
meat. Many of the pastors hold jobs in the community and are 
unable to attend or afford a conventional bible school. Part 
of our vision is “to strengthen the church through leadership 
training, discipling, and mentoring pastors and reaching the 
community” With this in mind, we have established a satellite 
Bible School. 

Bible School meets once a week on a Saturday and we 
have about 15 students who have initially registered. Due to 
distance, the school is currently only in the central region but 
we hope at a future date to extend this to the other regions as 
well. We have been helped by Pastor Peter Pieterse (an ex 
School Head and Bible School graduate) and his wife Virginia.

Janet has been given the opportunity to speak in the local 
Primary School on a Monday morning at the Assembly. She 
has complete freedom to speak about the Lord to the about 
800 students assembled there. She uses object lessons to hold 
the children’s attention and there has been a good response.
We hope to hold a Holiday Club during the December school 
holidays and have started planning for this.

We will be in the UK on furlough in October and look forward to 
meeting folk and telling them about what  we have been doing.

The Fenners in 

SoUTH AFRICA outreach in Community



The Emmanuel Family Home in GraskopMrs Betty Gull Memorial Church

Moamba in Mozambique
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Graskop emmanuel Assembly 
This church was planted by the late Pastor Ron Gull; it was 
the time when he settled in Graskop and there was no church.  
Pastor Raymond Cotter came into the picture not knowing that 
one day he will retire; we also didn’t know and we were happy 
working together with him. 

The emmanuel Family Home in Graskop 
This house and the church designed by Pastor Ron Gull 
and Pastor Ray Cotter made a very big contribution towards 
the building of the family home. He was present during the 
dedication.  The Home is very helpful to many abandoned 
children; it is well known in the country for its caring and 
changing lives of many kids. 

We have 14 children staying in the house and two caregivers. 
The Senior Pastor there is the one who makes sure that 
the house is functioning well; and is Pastor Kenneth (Ken) 
Scrimnger. It is a registered Family Home. The day to day 
management of the home is assisted by donations and the 
local church. We would like to thank Pastor Ray Cotter who 
had a heart for the home and made it possible to materialize. 

Mrs Betty Gull Memorial Church 
Following the passing away of Mrs Betty Gull, Pastor Ray Cotter 
had in his heart that we should build a church in memory of 
the missionary and her outstanding missionary work during the 
early years of the Emmanuel Assemblies.  Pastor Ray made it a 
point that the church was built and he is the one who dedicated 
the Mrs Betty Gull Memorial Church to the Lord.

Mozambique Moamba Church 
Moamba is a poor and rural church in Mozambique. When we 
planted Emmanuel Assembly there it was not easy to build 
a church building. When Pastor Ray heard our vision about 
Moamba, he supported us. He stood by us with Pastor Ron 
Gull. When the building was dedicated to the Lord, Pastor Ray 
was our main speaker of the day.  We have four Pastors in 
Mozambique.  In front of the building you can see part of the 
congregation and the Pastors.

There is another church under construction now at Matola in 
Mozambique and we were assisted by Pastor Ray to purchase 
the site. We have started to build a church structure of 32m 
long x 12m wide. The seed was planted and the work is 
growing. These are the works of the Lord through Pastor Ray.

Matsulu Family Home 
This is the second family home in Emmanuel Assemblies 
which was initiated by Pastor Ray after the Graskop Family 
Home. The design was Pastor Ron Gull and Pastor Ray 
Cotter made it a point that it comes to a reality. We would like 
to thank God who brought in Pastor Paul Hudson who came 
in with a team to finish the work at the Home. 

Miss Frieda Grossen Family Home 
This is the third family home that is initiated by Pastor Ray in 
Emmanuel Assemblies; in memory of the late missionary Miss 
Frieda Grossen and her outstanding work in the Emmanuel 
Assemblies. The home is being built at Tzaneen and is 
monitored by Prof Pastor RM Mabitsela. The foundations are 
laid as you will see in the picture and the Pastor monitoring the 
work. The work where it is now, are the hard works of Pastor 
Ray. We still believe that through donations, it will reach its 
completion.

Missionary 
During the last days of Pastor Ron Gull, our link with Elim UK 
was weakening in Emmanuel Assemblies.  We realised that we 
needed a link that would help us to maintain our relationship 
with Elim UK. Pastor Ray Cotter played a significant roll by 
talking to Pastor Paul Hudson about Emmanuel Assemblies. 
It is during that time when Pastor Paul Hudson visited South 
Africa to meet with the leadership of Emmanuel Assemblies. 
We thank God for the outcome of that meeting. It was to send 
a missionary, Pastor Robin Fenner and Janet Fenner to work 
among the Emmanuel Assemblies. We are happy to work 
with them. As I put this on paper he is training our Pastors. 
He is introducing a Bible College in Emmanuel Assemblies. 
Robin is having classes every Saturday for the leaders to be 
empowered. He visits churches. We are happy about his work. 
We are still going to give them more work to help us, like in 
administration. All these are the works of Pastor Ray. Thank 
you Pastor Ray.

We would like to say thank you to Pastor Ray Cotter.  We heard 
that you will be retiring but your works and your deeds among 
us will remain forever in our hearts. Looking at the works you 
did among us, it will be in memory that you once came in 
Emmanuel Assemblies.  Pastor, you left a legacy among us. 
You will be remembered after many, many years to come.

May the good Lord be with you, and keep you well.

Report form 

JeReMIAH VILAKAZI
General Secretary of emmanuel Assemblies in South Africa

Graskop Family HomeMatsulu Family Home
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Kanema is 61 years old and much of his earlier life was 
wasted through living in a totally unrestrained way and 
being addicted to alcohol. Alcohol abuse was the reason 
that this very bright and highly educated young man was 
thrown out of the Zambian Army Officer’s Training Academy. 
He watched his sister waste away and die in 1984 in what he 
now recognises to be AIDS. His first wife died in 2004 and he 
remarried a year later. In 2006 his second wife became very 
sick and by this time people were beginning to recognise HIV/
AIDS symptoms and she was tested, found to be HIV positive 
and was started on Anti Retroviral Drugs (ARV’s). 

Kanema was tested following his wife’s diagnosis and found 
also to be HIV positive. He went to two different hospitals later 
hoping that the original diagnosis was flawed. All tests were 
HIV positive. His life was shattered and he wrote letters to his 
wider family telling them that it was just a matter of time before 
he too passed on like everyone else with AIDS. Some family 
members were angry that he should write such a letter and as 
was the way in the mid 2000’s they ostracised him because 
of his HIV positive status. This was another traumatic time for 
Kanema and his wife as they desperately needed the support 
of family and friends at this time. 

That did not happen and they were isolated in their illness and 
made to feel that they had brought it upon themselves. The 
truth was, in the early days, HIV/AIDS was an unknown virus 
and many were infected through contact with blood products, 
non-sterile needles and through looking after sick relatives 
and contact with body fluids. He recalls even Christians saying 
some very unkind and judgemental things which caused him 
and his wife to consider ending their own lives. Kanema’s much 
loved wife died in July 2006 in hospital after wasting away to 
a shadow of her former self. The ARV medication did not help 
her and Kanema considered stopping taking ARV medication. 

For the first time in his life he heard about Jesus and His 
attitude when on the earth towards the sick and unwanted of 
society, and after confessing his sin, he committed his life to 
Lord in October 2010. He was still taking ARV’s and going to 
hospital on a regular basis to have his CD4 count taken which 
decides what drugs he needed and how much. At church one 
day he asked a Pastor to pray for him on the basis of what he 
had read in the New Testament because he was feeling the 
very common acute weakness associated with AIDS again. 

He testifies to knowing immediately that the Lord had touched 
him and he was conscious of this both in his body and in his 
spirit. He went to hospital again to have his CD4 taken and the 
nurse asked for a second test. This was done and she went 
away without telling him where she was going and returned with 
a doctor. The doctor told him that he had a perfectly normal count 
and would he be prepared to take a test for HIV. This he did and 
the results came back ‘negative’. Another test was done and it 
came back ‘negative.’ All medication was stopped and for the 
last four and a half years Pastor Kanema has worked tirelessly 
in this surrounding area of Nyangombe bringing comfort and 
hope to those who are living with the AIDS virus. 

When doctors hear Kanema’s testimony, which he very freely 
shares with anyone who will listen, they usually suggest 
another HIV test. Every time it has come up negative and he is 
as healthy as the next man. Kanema gives thanks, praise and 
honour to the Lord for his healing and sees this tremendous act 
of the Lord’s grace as his means of entry into a special ministry 
of bringing comfort and hope in Christ to those who are HIV 
positive and who are largely rejected by society. He is uniquely 
equipped for this ministry being well able to empathise with 
patients he seeks to encourage and win for the Lord.   Kanema 
takes teaching sessions at Nyangombe on ‘Living with AIDs’ 
and on HIV/AIDS prevention.

ZAMBIA
TeSTIMoNY FRoM

“The LORD will keep you from all harm - he will watch over 
your life; the LORD will watch over your coming and going 
both now and forevermore.” Psalm 121:7-8. We often pray 
and ask the Lord for protection from dangers seen and unseen 
and so many times we give little thought to how that actually 
works out in our favour in the ongoing protection He provides 
for us.  Until, that is, we face a potential crisis. 
 
Last night around 21:00, Gordon took the chainsaw in the dark 
and cut some logs for the fire.  He has large dead fall trees 
pulled here with the tractor and three big tree trunks keep the 
house fire going for around six weeks.   Yes, we do have a fire 
in Africa during June and some of July when the temperature 
drops at Nyangombe to around 1 or 2 degrees C.   The fire was 
stoked up overnight and lots of hot embers awaited more logs 
at 06:00 this morning.

Gordon went outside to get some of the wood he had cut at 
the time I was making the coffee. He is one of these people 
who thinks that everyone should be up and bright as a button 
as daylight breaks.   He shouted, ‘ Syb, get the snake stick!’    
There is NEVER any doubt in the McKillop household where 
the snake stick is located.  It has been a strict rule for over 30 
years that it is never, never moved from its location and this 
morning it was exactly where it should be!  Our children will 
well recall this ‘never to be broken’ rule!   A voice from outside 
bellowed, ‘Bring the camera as well, Syb’.  

 The next part I did not like very much.   It was a puff adder 
which are among the nastier snakes around here.  They lie 
on the paths in the evening where there is still heat from the 
sun on the ground and don’t move away as other snakes do 
when people approach.  ‘Move around behind it’, says Gordon, 
camera in one hand and snake stick in the other!   Now I’ve 
always trusted his judgement on things but this morning I 
thought, ‘Has he gone loopy!’   A look from Gordon showed 
that he did want me in a particular location and then he thought 
he had comforted me just a little by saying that most snakes 
move very slowly in the cold weather.  
 
Photos taken, he handed me the camera and dispatched 
the snake with two hefty blows to its head.   I still was not 
comfortable as he took the snake on the stick and then 
dropped it down a pit latrine.  One of the farm workers 
came by just then and said, ‘Eeeh, these are nasty snakes, 
they can jump right up off the ground and bite you in the 
neck!’   Gordon doesn’t believe that but you can be sure I 
will not stop looking everywhere for ‘jumping’ puff adders 
for a while.

It set me thinking today that we ask the Lord’s protection for 
ourselves and our family so easily sometimes and yet have no 
idea how many times the Lord has fulfilled His promise to keep 
us from ALL harm and watch over our lives.  Don’t we serve an 
amazing God?   

 

Update from 
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We are VERY happy to report that 12 
children moved into oasis Village in 
August – making a total of fourteen 
children. We have battled to have a 
water supply for years and we are so 
thankful that this is all behind us now 
and that we can finally, officially, open 
Oasis Village. It has been a humbling 
experience to move children in, as you 
first go to where they currently live to 
assess the situation. It would make 
you cry to see where these children are 
coming from. 

Some of the children have been 
completely abandoned – but the ironic 
thing is, before you can take them to the 
orphanage you have to try, by all means, 
to locate a family member so that they 
can sign a form – this is the same family 
member that abandoned the child years 
before. As we are driving around trying to 
locate these people I’m busy praying in 
the back of the car that if they are going 
to stand in our way let them no longer live 
at the address we have. It was the case 
yesterday, we were told that we could 

have Shadreck, but then an address was 
produced! We spent over an hour trying 
to locate the address in a compound and 
when we did the people didn’t live there 
anymore and so we got to take Shadreck 
to his new home. I’ve never seen a child 
with such a big smile as he had when he 
entered Oasis Village for the first time. 

Another boy, Learnmore, had his 15th 
birthday a few days after he came to 
Oasis and for the first time in his life he 
had a cake and a present. Billy was sent 
on holiday by his dad, when he came 
back home he found that his dad had 
moved house and Billy ended up in the 
street - he was put into an orphanage for 
babies and for the last three years he 
has slept in a cot, even though he is 10-
11 years old. We were contacted to see if 
we could give him a place and of course 
we didn’t give it a second thought.

These are only a few stories and I look 
forward in the future to be able to tell 
happy stories about the children. We feel 
so blessed to have this opportunity to 

make a difference in these children’s lives. 
If you would like to help us by sponsoring 
a child please get in touch with me.

Please pray that the children in Oasis 
will be happy and healthy. Also, that the 
house mums will love each and every 
child as if the child was their own.

Mountain Side Primary School 
We opened a school in January at Oasis. 
We had prayed for God to give us 50 
pupils and we currently have 220. The 
purpose of the school is twofold. Firstly, 
we wanted a school that our children at 
Oasis could go to, where we knew they 
would get a good education. Secondly, 
once the school is up and running, with 
all the classrooms built, we intend that 
the profit that the school makes will then 
be able to be pumped back into Oasis 
to help us to run the children’s home. 
Currently, the children at Oasis don’t 
have to pay any school fees and they 
have a free school dinner. So already the 
school is being a blessing! If there are 
any teachers out there that would like a 

career break – you can volunteer at our 
school. You would be a great asset in 
helping us to train the Zambian teachers 
that we currently have. I promise it would 
be a life changing experience for you.

Please pray for a breakthrough in 
finances so that we can quickly finish 
building the classrooms. We rely on 
donations and the money children pay 
for school fees as the money we receive 
for Oasis goes to running the children’s 
home and not into building the school.

elim Christian Fellowship 
For the last year we have church services 
at Oasis. The church quickly grew and 
we still have visitors on a weekly basis. 
We are constantly making appeals for 
more chairs which is a great problem to 
have! Pray for Ziso as he is the senior 

pastor in the church that God would give 
him wisdom to deal with everything that 
comes his way.  Our church planted a 
baby church in a local compound – 
Kawama. Pastor Danny has stepped 
out to take on this challenge. When the 
church first opened (in a classroom) 
there were about 16 people and that 
included our family. Pastor Danny has 
persevered and has seen the number 
creep up week by week. Last Saturday, 
our young people, along with a volunteer 
from UT Belfast – Molly Kerr headed 
into Kawama to give out flyers and 
encourage people to come to church. 
On Sunday there were 52 adults and 
a lot of children – Praise God! Please 
pray that this number continues to grow 
and that the church members have the 
desire to get behind Pastor Danny in all 
his endeavours. 

In April, we had a choir that came from 
Tanzania for a few days- we had a 
very busy schedule doing outreaches 
in various compounds – it was a joy to 
see so many people responding and 
giving their lives to Jesus. That’s what 
Elim Christian Fellowship is ALL about – 
reaching out to Zambia and beyond and 
seeing souls won for Jesus and lives 
transformed!

Zambia is calling... 
We love having teams and individuals 
coming to help us – there is always 
something to do such as painting, 
playing with children, preaching or 
teaching. You are welcome anytime! 
Check out our website for more stories 
and information: 
www.oasisvillagetrust.com 
Email: nicki.moyo@yahoo.com

Mrs Chifamba & husband
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Girls enjoying their new dressesGroup photo of children at oasis Village

open Air Meeting in KantolombaKids bedrooms in oasis



Gary Curran is a member of our Navan 
Church; he teaches a Sunday School class 
and assists with the Church’s Youth Group.  
He is currently studying for a degree in 
Applied Theology in the Irish Bible Institute 
and works full time as a Surveyor. 

Gary’s burden for overseas mission led him 
to raise €900 (euros) in 2014 for the Hospital 
Theatre.  For 2015 he decided to undertake 
a sponsored cycle from Navan to Westport, a 
distance of 220 kilometres.  After three months 
training (he’s a very fit guy anyway) he set out 
on the attempt on Friday 22nd May at around 
5am, and arrived at the Elim Church in Westport 
at approximately 7pm – a total of 14 hours.

This monumental effort for the ‘Centenary 
Project’ led Westport and Castlebar churches 
to get involved in raising sponsorship.  Gary 
and the Navan Church raised €2000 (euros), a 
massive effort. Westport donated £348.75 and 
Castlebar donated £285.95.

A big thank you to Pastor John and Joanne 
Fitzsimmons, along with others from the 
Westport Church, for the big welcome, which 
included a feed of spaghetti bolognese along 
with other refreshments for Gary, and the 
support car from Navan.
Well done Gary.

GARY'S SPoNSoReD CYCLe 
FoR HoSPITAL THeATRe 
CeNTeNARY PRoJeCT IN 
ZIMBABWe

Mr Victor Garrett, son Colin and 
Mr Jimmy Hamill along with 
two friends from Ballymena 
did a 60 mile cycle around 
the Ards Peninsula the last 
Saturday of June. The cycle 
raised an amazing £5000 towards 
equipment for the new Hospital 
Theatre in Zimbabwe. We are 
so grateful to our friends for 
their amazing support. The cycle 
concluded with fish and chips for 
all, at Tim’s Chip Shop next door 
to the Missions Office.

PASToR CoTTeR 
ReCeIVeS CHeqUe 
FRoM VISIoN 
INTeRNATIoNAL 
MINISTRIeS
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Recently Mrs Lily Kirk wife of Samuel Kirk, mother of Silvey, 
Edward and Samuel, went home to be with her Lord and 
Saviour.  Lily was a great friend and supporter of Elim Missions. 

Lily and her husband Sam would often call into the Missions Office 
to drop in an envelope to support the work overseas.  Lily would say 
if I was not in “Pastor Cotter will know what to do with it, no letters, 
no receipts, the Lord knows.”  Lily was a real encourager with her 
infectious smile and her word of encouragement.

Our love and thoughts go to Samuel and the family.  

“Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord and their works do 
follow them.”

GReAT FRIeND oF 
eLIM MISSIoNS 
ReCeIVeS 
HeR HoMe CALL

A group of ladies from Deerfin Fold Knitting Club have faithfully supported Elim Missions for quite a number 
of years.  We very much appreciate their hard work and thank them sincerely for the interest in our missions.

DeeRFIN FoLD KNITTING CLUB



It has been my great joy to work with 
the Elim Church in Malawi over my 
time as Irish Missions Director.  When 
I first visited Malawi I was amazed by the 
poverty of the Country.  As I visited more 
rural communities with missionary Trevor 
Mackriell and the General superintendent 
Martin Andiseni, the great need became 
apparent.

In those early days, a plan was devised 
to have 10 centres each with a central 
church, an orphan home, a borehole 
and a primary school.  The centre would 
be used for Regional Conference and 
training of personnel.

Over the past 15 years much has been 
achieved with the help of the Irish 
Churches, various fund-raising activities 
and the help of our Charity Shop.

There are now 10 orphan homes with 
12 orphans in each supported from 
Ireland.  One is also at Hope Village.  
These homes meet a very real need.  10 
central churches have been built, many 
in memory of individuals and well over 70 
village churches.  Nine primary schools 
at present operate in the various centres.  
The schools are a real challenge, as the 
poverty in Malawi is so great, very often 
schools fees, although only around £1 a 
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by Pastor Ray Cotter

eLIM 
MALAWI

The Warm Heart of Africa

term, become a major problem, so we 
need to generate most of the support.

Missionaries Trevor and Maggie 
Mackriell have done an excellent 
job with the homes and schools, 
while the General Superintendent 
Martin Andiseni has concentrated on 
church planting.  Over recent years 
Peter and Kath Hannam have been a 
major help with training programmes 
for Pastors. In 2015 Trevor and 
Maggie concluded almost 20 years 
of missionary service in Malawi.  
They will now enter a new chapter 
of service.  We pay tribute to their 
excellent work.

With myself coming to retirement, it 
will be a new chapter in the life of Elim 

Malawi.  Pray for Rev Paul Hudson, 
International Missions Director and 
the new Irish Missions Director Rev 
Roy Johnston along with General 
Superintendent of Malawi, Rev 
Martin Andiseni as they plan the way 
ahead for Elim Malawi.

We deeply appreciate the help and 
effort of so many.  For those involved 
in child sponsorship, your support is 
vital both in the orphan homes and 
schools.

If you would like to sponsor an orphan 
in one of the homes at £15 per month 
or an orphan through school at £12 
per month, please contact the Irish 
Office on 02891813845 for more 
information.

Kapidigula Childrens Home opening

Elim Spring Primary School Bangula Primary School

Opening of Children’s Home in BangulaSalima Church

Vehicle Stuckorphan boy
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Kapote Borehole
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Matthew 28:18-20, And Jesus came and spoke to them, 
saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven 
and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all 
the nations, baptising them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I 
am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 

The Great Commission has been of great personal 
significance to us as a couple as we have endeavoured to 
fully and devotedly follow our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Through our walk with Jesus and in our years 
of ministry within the Pastorate, Hilary and I have taken 
very seriously our calling to reach lost people with the 
life changing message of the Gospel and to help build up 
believers, encouraging them to maturity in their walk and 
faith in Jesus Christ.  Taking in, Reaching out, and growing 
up!

Hilary and I have been married since 1991 and we have 
three children, Cherith, Ben and Annie. Hilary teaches full 
time in a school in Lisburn, but has always managed to 
also serve the Lord alongside me in each church the Lord 
has called us to.  Since entering the ministry in November 
1987, I have been privileged to be Pastor, or part of a 
Pastoral team, in Caledon, Portadown, Carryduff, Lisburn, 
Beersbridge Road and Lurgan. 

I have also had the honour of serving 
on the Irish Youth Committee, then 
as the Youth Director and on the 
Irish Leadership Team.  During all 
these avenues of service I have been 
supported by Godly people who have 
had a nurturing and stabilising influence 
in my life, particularly during periods 
of challenge. Some of these precious 
individuals were other Pastors, none 
more so than my father-in-law, many 
were stable, committed, anointed 
members of congregations and Church 
Sessions who joined with us as we all 
served the Lord together.  We are truly 
amazed at the “Goodness of God” and 
the “faithful God” whom we serve.

It has been a wonderful privilege to 
serve the Lord in the local church and 
our hearts will continue to link very much 
to local church vision, while continuing to 
inspire the local church to link with the 
challenge and excitement of sharing the 
Gospel globally.  Acts 1:8, which says, 
‘But you shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the end of the earth”, has been a very 
significant scripture for us in the ongoing 
process of partnering with the Lord and 
endeavouring to be available to Him, 
obediently submitting to His will and being 
ready to embark on new challenges. 
The Great Commission to be a witness 
to Him in ever increasing expanding 
ripples that spiral out, affecting and 
influencing others is an enormous but 
exciting challenge. I believe that witness 
is a partnership process; it passes from 
one to the other, spreads and grows, 
changing lives with the Gospel in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. It might start with 
family, grow to neighbourhood, expand to 
community, ripple on to impact nationally 
and ultimately exalt the Lord in the ‘ends 
of the earth.’   Did He not say that He 
would be ‘exalted among the nations’? 
(Ps 46:10) I believe we need to take each 
of these areas seriously, witnessing for 
the Lord within each of them, working in 
partnership with the Holy Spirit and with 
one another, recognising that the brighter 
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the light shines in one, the further it will 
shine in the next. 

William Carey, a pioneer missionary in 
the eighteenth century, once said, “The 
further your light shines the brighter it 
shines at home.”

As we embark upon this new area of 
ministry, we realise the immense privilege 
it is - for we know we are standing on the 
shoulders of giants who have brought 
the area of International Missions to 
the place it is today. There are great 
foundations to build on and we especially 
acknowledge the faithful ministry of 
Pastor Cotter and his wife Connie, who 
have lifted the work to an all time high. 
Many times I wonder how this man could 
be followed, and I realise he can’t! I will 
continue to be grateful for all his support 
and guidance as I ‘learn the ropes’.  Ray 
has done the most remarkable job over 
the past 12 years, raising awareness of 
the Elim work in Central and Southern 
Africa and securing support for the 
missionaries and the many projects on 
the ground.  I would like to put on record 
my appreciation of Ray’s support and 
encouragement to me as I begin to work 

alongside him over these next number 
of months before stepping into this new 
role next March, at Irish Conference.

We do value your heartfelt prayers and I 
look forward to meeting up with Pastors 
and the army of volunteers who work so 
hard in the background, helping to raise 
awareness of the work of missions, 
calling churches to praying regularly 
for the missionaries and raising finance 
to help support the work.  I know it will 
be a real honour to work alongside you 
all, shoulder-to-shoulder, in partnership 
with the Lord, working together for 
the advancement of the Kingdom of 
God across the world and reaching 
the nations for the Lord.  Please also 
pray for my family as they adjust to the 
practical realities of my new calling, and 
the challenges that will inevitably entail.

Please also pray for Pastor Cotter and 
Connie who continue to have such a big 
heart for the work of missions.  Pray that 
God will minister to them in a profound way 
and restore their health with miraculous 
intervention. Pray for a smooth and 
successful handover of the baton and that 
God will be glorified in it all.

PASToR 
RoY 
JoHNSToN 
takes over as 
Irish Missions Director
in March 2016
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